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heard him with attention : We venerated him as our Patron. Fe 
We reſpected him as a loſopher 
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| the form of tumid plainer garb of truth 
3 Such, I underſtand to be your | 

5 caſio I am not ae at | 

1 an orator, if I poſſeſs them, but am reſtrained by the more rigid 

E academic rules. Let me then reſt on your candor, while I at- 

Z 1 tempt a ſketch of the life of Mr. Bowpolx, and of thoſe incid- 
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| a 4 lg HH reliſted ; attempts of | 
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America, as the aſylum of libe and in the year 1688, 


in the town of Behn: By his induſtry, economy and int 


he accumulated a very ample fortune ; . f and Poſleſſed ſa much of 


the eſteem and reſpect of his fellow citizens, that he was choſen 
a member of the Council, for ſeveral years before his dea. 
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—_— HE had. ſcarcely attained to the age of twenty « one years, 
3 when by the death of his father, he found himſelf 3 in poſſeſſion 
_ 2k = "of great eſtate : : This event was a trial of his virtue ; for how- + 

. 4 \ IR | AA 7 4 | IIS 

_ _- re anxiouſly moſt men labour to accumulate riches for their 
—_ children, it is a truth, founded on the Principles of reaſon, 


and confirmed by obſervation, that they commit to their hands 


I 30 "3 "EM. dangerous cup, with which they are more frequently intoxicat- pv 
1 d and debauched, than rendered happy or uſeful to the world. 
Bt Mr. Bowpoiy had already acquired too fixed a character, to . 
TR ben aſide from his rational purſuits, or diverted into 

_ the paths of diſſipation : He received the bounty of providence — 
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d__ kk N and uſed its gifts without abuſing them:: Th e 


r ee 


| „ tcing hirn in cafy aud inde „ 
3 e e he formed an early connection with a reſpeftable. 


M family, which happily continued during his life, and afforded him 
5 3 : that ſolace and domeſtic enjoyment, which can alone give a zeſt 

b. to the reſearches of the ſtudious, and render pleaſing the toilſome 

30 enterprizes of the laborious. In his juvenile days he indulged 
himſelf in ſporting in the fields of Parnaſſus ; but he never ſuf- 
__ fered his mule to lead him aſtray from the paths of decency and 
3 virtue. Theſe lighter performances were directed to make the 
| heart better, and to exhibit to his young friends, morality 
and religion in a pleaſing garb. He gave one of them to 
the world, under the title of A Paraphraſe of the Economy of 
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deceaſed, which ſhew the real talents of both in thoſe fiencs. 
and the eſteem and reipect which they entertained for each other. 
IN the year 1757, 1 he was elected a member of the Council, and | 


PLE 


continued to be ann choſen until the year 1769, when the . 


choice was negatived It is neceflary to 


give a ſun of the gal ee at that time, to account „ 
for this circumſtance. and Parliament of Great - 
Britain, finding the revenue of the kingdom inſufficient to diſ- N 

charge the intereſt of the national debt, together with the annua 5 
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nſes of government, enormouſly increaſed by unmerited pen 
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1 ſions, formed a pfan for axing the Colonies towards the ſu 
=_  - their treaſury; probably hoping, that by means of 8 
1 : Xe eſſary to collect the taxes; they ſhould create and ſecure an — 


8 - —_ _ five influence here, which would favor their deſign of prolonging 
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—_ our dependence upon them, and on theſe, and other ſubordinate | 
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5 principles, they paſſed the ſtamp act, the declaratory act, and oth- 
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er as, calculated as they thought, to accompliſh their deſigns. uu 
IF | The Colonies. were alarmed; they petitioned. and remonſtrated 
Vuithout effect; they obſtructed in different ways the execution 


of theſe acts. The Britiſſr miniſtry attempted to coerce them to 
obedience ; and introduced : a body of ſoldiers for that purpoſe. 
PDuring theſe times, Mr Bowpoin was in the Council, and - vig- 
1 oppoſed all the meaſures deviſed to produce compliance*: 
| Huis heart was warmed; and his Head and"; pen, as well as his 
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IE tongue, employed in the cauſe of 

- and chriſtian, he was a lover of peace, but he did not 
his anc rs. nor bad he in ihe e . 

| | principles of paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance. He was in 
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is country: As a philoſopher 
erit from 
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every ſenſe a patriot: He connected himſelf oſe who were 
determined not to be ſlaves: It was in his power 'to have made 
I any terms for himſelf, if he could have deſerted his principles K 
but firm and incorruptible, he put every thing at hazard; this 

| occaſioned the meaſure taken by Governor Bernard. But the eſ- 

"BE teem of his fellow-citizens, and. their opinion of. his talents and 
integrity, cauſed them to place him in the Houſe. of <p 

: atives at the next election. When Governor Hutchinſon ſucceeded 
Governor Bernard, Mr. Bow-DoIN was again eden inte the Coun- 
cil, and the choice was approved by the Governor; who thought 
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it neceſſary however, to apologize to the mini 
informi them, 46 That Mr. Bow pol 8 op ſition 1 
leſs. injurious in the Council, - han in the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives.” The evidence derived from theſe facts is of the 


higheſt nature; and irreſiſtably prove Mr. Bowpolx' 8 tip. 8 
cal attachment to the rights of his country. 4: A ROY HRINGHS *, | 7 
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WHEN the town of Boſton \ was a garriſon, k he left his home, and 


became a fu gitive with his brethren. He was elected a member 


the firſt American Congreſs, | but did not accept the appointment. 
This neaſure has in a later period been miſrepreſented by thoſe 
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who wiſhed | to diminiſh his influence; but it was the effect of his 
firmneſs and independence of ſpirit: Conſcious of his own recti- 
tude, and daring to face calumny as well as the reſentment of the 
Britiſh government; he ventured to decline the truſt. He found 
his health, which through life had been tender, too feeble for ſuch 
an undertaking, in, a climate calculated to aggravate. his com- 
plaints. But did he temporize ? Did he leave his country, or its 
enemies, to doubt of his future eonduct? So far from this, that 
while the Britiſh, mir the pageantry of civil govern- 
ment within: the province, Mr. Bowpoin took his ſtation at the 


head of the Council, who were exerciſing the ſupreme executive, 


ſlative authority, and thereby expoſed 
himſelf” to puniſhment for this conſpicuous overt act of treaſon. 


Through all periods of the war, which was now begun, and which 
ended with the emancipation of America from the yoke of Great 
Britain, he exerted all his talents and devoted himſelf to the 


fervice of. his country, . | | 
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chers, impreſſed with the ſame liberal principle, and connecting 


then engaged in a diſtreſſing war; the moſt important to the lib 
erties of mankind, which was ever undertaken; inſtituted this ſo- 
ciety. Mr. Bowpolx was unanimouſly choſen our PaesIDENT, i 


and has been annually reelected to the ſame office. It is in this 
ſtation, that he has been more nearly i in our view. It is in 
this character that we have conſidered him as our patron, philo- 
ſopher, and friend. Active in procuring our inſtitution, and 


perſevering in his attention to its intereſt, he not only promot- 


ed our eſtabliſhment by his influence; but contributed by his lit- 


erary labours to fill up our deſign. With this view he wrote and 
delivered the philoſophical diſcourſe, which introduces: the firſt 


volume of our memoirs; in which are marked his acquaintance 7 
with literary ſubjects, and his ardent deſire to advance the objects 


for which we were incorporated. Not long after he communi- 
cated three memoirs, written by himſelf. * In the firſt, were ob- 
ſervations upon an hypotheſis, for ſolving the phenomena of 
light which Dr. FxaxklIx had raiſed in oppoſition to the the- 
ory of Sir Isa Ac NRW TON. In this, Mr. Bowpom, with inge- 
nious perſpicuity, and with that friendly freedom which great 
and candid men uſe towards each other, examines the hypothe- 


ſis of Dr. FRANKLIN, and elucidates and confirms that of Sir 


Isaac NRwTOx, leaving this aſtoniſhing genius in poſſeſſion of 
his title of the Father of the Theory of Light, ” without di- 


miniſhing the juſt claims of the American to the diſcovery of the 


Electric ſyſtem, and the means of guarding againſt its ſurprizing 

effects. The ſecond and third memoirs, are alſo on the ſubject 

of light, and are an attempt, by a new theory, to account for the 
8 n manner 
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ancients, have advanced theories, which though ance found to be 
defective, have given hints to fucceeding philoſophers, which have 
led to ſome of the moſt uſeful and important diſcoveries that have 


14 


manner in which the waſte of matter in the ſun and fixed ſtars, by 


the conſtant efflux of light from them, is repaired, and to account 
for certain luminous phenomena in the heavens, which have 
been hitherto unſatisfactorily explained. Theſe memoirs afford 
conclufive evidence that Mr. Baowporn was deeply converſant in 
the principles of natural philoſophy ; and though the latter me- 
moir ſuggeſts a theory which may be liable to ſome objections, yet 


the novelty of it, and the ingemious manner in which he has con- 


ſidered it, diſcovers an inquiſitive mind, and a boldneſs of ideas, 


beyond thoſe, who, though learned in the knowledge of others, 1 
are too feeble to venture on new and unexplored paths of ſci- 
ence. If any ſhould be inclined to believe that this fyſtem 1s- 


too viſionary, let them recollect, that ſome of the greateſt men the 


world has produced have fallen into a like error, and that eren a 
Bacon, a DescaRTEs, a WrisToN, and a BurNET, among the 


moderns, and a PLA ro, a PII xv, and an ARISTOTLE, among the 


illuminated and improved the world. Mr. Bowpoiy did not reft 
here in his endeavours to ſerve the ſociety; he gave them pecu- 


niary aid in his life time, and bequeathed them by his laſt will a 


ſum of money, and his large and valuable library. 


ux received many letters and perſonal applications from per- 
ſons ingenious in mechanic arts, and in plans for extending the 


manufactures of our country; and the manner in which they 


were attended to, and encouraged, led them to conſider him in 


an eminent degree as their patr on and friend. 


THROUGH 
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- THROUGH a large portion of his life, he was, by his ſtation, an 


overfeer of Harvard College, and in the year 1779, he was choſen 


a fellow of the corporation of that Univerſity, in which office he 
continued until the year 1786, when he reſigned it on account of 
his more public engagements. In the claſs of his moſt delecta- 


ble cares, the exerciſe of his duties in this office may be conſid- 


ered as ſtanding among the higheſt. He loved the ſociety ; he 
was fond om all occaſions of avowing his relation to it as his lit- 
erary parent: And as a friend to his country and the intereſts of 


Bec and learning, he viewed it in a light ſtill more import- 


He was unceaſing in his efforts to ſerve it, and he contrib- 
Ros by very handſome donations. during his life, to render the 


means of inſtruction there more uſeful ;; and eſtabliſhed by his 


will, a fund for rewarding thoſe ſtudents who ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed by their merit.. 


IN the year 178 5, Mr. 3 Was choſen Governor of the 
Commonwealth of - Maſſachuſetts : while he received honor from 


this exalted ſtation, he added to it dignity. No part of the du- 
ties of his admmiſtration were neglected or careleſsly performed. 
In his correſpondencies with the ſupreme council of the then con- 


federated ſtates, and with thoſe of each of them, he was regular 


and punctual. No act or reſolve of the legiſlature received his 


approbation until he had attained a thorough knowledge of its 


object comprehended the deſign of its proviſions, and was on the 
whole ſatisfied of its ſalutary effects. In his appointments to of- 
fices of civil truſt, he was careful and judicious, nor ever proſti- 
tuted this important and delicate confidence, with which he was 
entruſted by the conſtitution, by committing the care of the 


property, 
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property, the Ens the reputation, and the liberty of the. citizens 
to.unworthy:h Although he was by nature, and 

habits, leſs fitted: for mier duties, than for thoſe of ci 

yet his arrangements of the militia gave univerſal ſatisfaction. 
Moſt of the independent corps in the town of Boſton, and many 
in other parts of the ſtate, which have been diſtinguiſhed for their 
brilliant and ſoldierlike appearance, were formed under his admin- 
iſtration and hechad the pleaſure vrhile in office to ſee the militia 
as reſpectable as any that have appeared in this, or perhaps in any 
country. Reſpectable foreigners, and citizens of other ſtates, 
while they were received with a Proper attention, which gratified 
their Wd 13 were e with a tj that di 
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HE was again Bk in the chair in the year 178 6, during 
which year, a cloud aroſe with fo threatening an aſpect to the 


freedom of America; as called for the exertions of all his abilities 
to diſſipate. The inſurrection in this ſtate, was an occurrence ſo 


intereſting at the time, ſo important in its political effects, and ſo 
memorable in the hiſtory of this country, that it muſt engage 
our attention for a few moments, eſpecially as the character of 
Mr. Bow polx was greatly developed by the part which he acted 
upon the occaſion. Many cauſes concurred to produce this diſ- 
turbance: a long war from which this country had but juſt e- 
merged, had left on the people a heavy debt, which was felt with 
greater weight, as the taxes had been ſuffered for ſome years to 
accumulate, by the incautious remitneſs in the collection of them: 
A depreciating paper currency had thrown many honeſt people 
into difficult circumſtances : Theſe were aggravated by their ſee- 


ing 


eauſes of uneaſineſs, in a greater or leſs. degree, exiſted in moſt of 


: . o 
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ing ſome of their more artful neighbors ſuddenly poſſeſſed of the 
erty which they had loſt, by their confidence in a medium, 


* 
= 
Y 
- 
— 


* 


Per 


{inciting the people, who were. 
information of the true ſtate of affairs, to oppoſe the 


courts of law, and even to riſe in arms to obſtruct them. 


people of honeſt intentions, from whom their views were con- 
ed, were induced to give countenance, without co1 
the conſequences, which muſt inevitably follow a ſtate 
| ich thi regular adminiſtration of 
juſtice, muſt be ſuſpen combinations were extenſive 
formidable, and Pape mere was a time in wnich it Was 
uncertain, whether even a majority of the people 
1 iſpoſition not to .oppoſe:the progreſs 


irgency. Like 


— 


ſtates: The contagion appeared to ſpread, 
unleſs the progreſs of their ſu 
me which was already kindled, would probably have ca 
the combuſtibles ſcattered throughout the ſtates, and have 
with irreſiſtible fury. Mr. Bowpolx was at this time our 
ernor—in a ſituation to try the fortitude and reſources :of any: 
man. Many palliatives were prop e was induced for a 
time to liſten to them, and to give his aſſent to an act, which for 
a moment 
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a moment he was perſuaded to 7 might relieve the from 
ſome of their preſſing difficulties, and extinguiſh the flame. This 


meaſure gave pain to ſome of his beſt friends. But the views of the: 


leaders in the inſurrection, and their ſecret: abettors, went further 
than their profeſſions, and it became neceſlary to- oppoſe: their 
progreſs with force. The majority of his council were found 
ready to ſupport him, in the moſt efficient meaſures. Money, the 
ſmews of war, was wanting the treaſury was empty - but by a 
meritorious exertion of the merchants, and other gentlemen of. 


property, in which Mr.. Bow Dolx himſelf ſet an honorable ex- 
ample, ample. funds were immediately provided. The militia. 


was called-forth, .and a gentleman put at their head, whoſe pru-- 
denee and abilities, as well as courage, had been often proved. 


By his ſpirited exertions, and thoſe of the officers and militia un- 


der his command, difficulties apparently inſurmountable were 
overcome. By rapid marches, in the moſt inelement ſeaſon, over 
mountains of ow, almolt as dimcult to pais as the Aips-to the 
General of Carthage, the inſurgents and their leaders were pan- 
ic ſtruck, and fled with precipitancy:;. and, without. the effuſion: 


of blood, the rebellion was cruſhed, and peace and ſafety reſtor- 
ed to the ſtate. The general orders iſſued by the Governor, ſhew- 


at once his firmneſs and circumſpection, and his tender concern 
for the lives anderights not only of the innocent and leſs blame- 
able citizens, but even of thoſe in an high degree criminal. 
When we take a retroſpective view. of this ſcene, and find ſuch 
numbers of people, who had ſa: recently been united in reſiſting 
the dangers of tyranny; who appeared to underſtand- ſo well the 
rights of mankind, and the' boundaries: of- civil: liberty: which 
ſhould. 


. 7 29 
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ſhould have been ſo ſoon imbibed, and a conduct adopted, which 
brought into ſuch imminent hazard, all they could hold dear, and 
for which they had fo virtuouſly and ſucceſsfully contended We 


ſhudder at the idea, that the fair fabric of American liberty and 


independence, which they had erected, and in which they had 
placed the al tar of freedom, and where was then burning the 
pureſt incenſe, was at once on the point of being overthrown, the 
flame extinguiſhed, and the dome of tyranny and deſpotiſm, the 


ſucceſſors of anarchy, fixed on its ruins. But the extremes of 


good and evil are often marked by imperceptible lines. In this 
occurrence we may, without a fanciful 1 imagination, trace one of 


ing of union, which has ſince cemented, and, we truſt indif- | 


. the freemen of America. | 


A NUMBER of nen and athier gentlemen of property; i in. 
the year 1784, having procured a charter for a Bank, conſidered 
Mr, Bowpolk, as the perſon. moſt likely to give them credit, and 
aſſure the world of their honor and en, and | places l at 
their head as their Preſident. 


A SOCIETY afterwards formed under the name of the Humane 


wur 


Society, for purpoſes friendly to humanity, followed: their exam- 


ple and gave him the ſame rank nee them. 


MR. Bowpoun' $ reputation as a man of * ad virtue, was 


not confined to the United States of America. | Diſtinguiſhed 
honors were conferred on. him by many learned ſocieties... Ae 


Was made L. L. D. by the univerfities of Cambridge, Phi ladel- 
þh1a, 
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| "Wk and Edinburgh. F ellow of the Royal Society of London 
£ Fellow of the Society of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce of 
London; and he maintained through lie an extenſive OT” 
dence with men of taſte and learving. 24 61 


Is. laſt public appearance in 4 political chataites” was in 1 the wy 
Convention of this ſtate, appointed! in the year 1788, to conſider 
of the Conſtitution of the United States. On this, as on a former 

occaſion of like nature, but of leſs i importance, many gentlemen, 
who, from their private employments and love of retirement, had 
declined engaging in the buly ſcenes of politicks, aſſembled to de- 
liberate on a plan of government, which might for many gener- 
ations affect the liberty and happineſs of the citizens of America. 


Ht this sffembly, ſo reſpectable for the rd and y virtuous charac- 
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for! his native town. Here he again W a ſtrenuous ILL 


for a form of government, calculated as he conceived, to produce 
thatſecurity, which is the ultimate defideratum in all ſocial com- 


= picds, and which ſecurity depends on the introduction of ſueh 
G checks,” as may at all times balance the dangers, which ariſe to 
1 true freedom, from the occaſional preponderancy of ariſtocratic 
1 or democratic principles. Here he reaſoned with pertinent force, 
and. his ſpeech on the occaſion, printed among the debates of that | 
convention, demonſtrates his thorough acquaintance . with the 
principles of government, and his ability to ſupport them. He 
gave his voice for the adoption of the conſtitution, not becauſe 
he thought it merely preferable to the feeble ſtructure of the 
confederation, or that the ſalutary proviſions of it overbalance 
thoſe which were exceptionable ; but from a full conviction, 
: 7 
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ever. Mr. OWDAIN.. ſtill in the poſſ 


powers of his mind, and wh n His friends promiſed: th 


much from his experience and example, was attacked by a me 
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| fatal diſorder, under which: he lived ſeveral. month, 
but in the full view of approaching death. Let us draw n near 
his couch: We ſhall there ſee him ſuffering the moſt excruciat- 
ing but ſuſtaining i it with fortitude 3 ; reviſin ing that diſpoſi- 
tion of his temp affairs, which his Tove of order, had induced 
him.to mal 
the bleſſings he had enjoyed ; | 
die; his hopes lively and animated; not ſapported' by any vi- 
ſionary dreams of enthuſiaſm, but by the rational belief of the 
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